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Gloucester Heritage Open Days  

Friday 9th to Sunday11th Sept 2022 
 

This is the 50th year Jubilee of Gloucester Civic Trust.  National HODs 

started in 1992 and we started here in 1994 making this our 28th year. 

HOD is often described as the showcase for the Civic Trust. After two 

years of reduced activities due to Covid restrictions we are aiming to get 

back up to speed again this year. We hope you will enjoy what we do have 

to offer. 

 

A few important points to note:- 

• We are part of the Gloucester History Festival but we have 

produced our own brochure and are making our own booking 

arrangements. You will find this brochure on the Civic Trust 

website www.gloucestercivictrust.org but there will also be paper 

copies available in key places around the City. We ask that if you 

have received this by email you will forward copies on to all 

interested family and friends. 

• Although Covid restrictions have now been largely dropped we 

suggest that sensible precautions are taken by visitors to avoid 

infection. 

• All offerings are free to access but those indicated with a B must 

be booked at https://www.museumofgloucester.co.uk/hods 

.Bookings must be made  either online or in person at The 

Museum of Gloucester in Brunswick Road. 

• There are limits to numbers at some events.  These are listed on the 

table on pages 20 to 23. 

• Where booking is not required there may be restriction to 

numbers entering at one time.  Stewards will advise. 

• If oversubscribed, names will be kept and placed on a waiting list 

in case of drop outs.  It may sometimes be possible to put on extra 

walks if guides are available. 

HOD Team 

Paul Drinkwater – Team Co-ordinator – Talk;   Maggie Goodchild – 

Venues;  Debbie Vass – Guided Walks;  Jennifer Walker – Music;  

Emily Gibbon – Publicity;  Rose McDowall - Events  
    

♦  = map ref   = wheelchair friendly   B = booking required 

 

Guided Walks 
 

Beatrix Potter      ♦  C6           B 

Sat 10th Sept 14.00, Sun 11th Sept 14.00   

Meet at the Beatrix Potter Museum, 9 College Court 

In 1903 Beatrix Potter published one of her most loved tales, The Tailor of 

Gloucester. It was inspired by a visit she made to the city. This guided walk 

takes in the places of Gloucester which are closely connected with Beatrix 

Potter. The walk lasts about 45 mins. 

 

Blackfriars Priory     ♦  E5        (partial access) 

Sat 10 Sept 10.00, Sun 11th Sept 14.00 

Meet at entrance off Ladybellgate St  

No need to book  

A chance to explore Britain’s most 

complete Dominican Priory, owned by 

English Heritage and managed by 

Gloucester City.  Most of the 13th century 

church remains, including a rare scissor-

braced roof. The walk lasts about 1 hour. 

 

 

http://www.gloucestercivictrust.org/
https://www.museumofgloucester.co.uk/hods
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Black & White Buildings     ♦  D6        B  
Fri 9th Sept 14.00 

Meet at St Michael’s Tower, The Cross 

A walking tour of 15th Century timber framed buildings in the city centre, 

pointing out structure, architecture and brief historical background. Are they 

really black and white?  The walk lasts about 1 hour. 

 

Cathedral Precincts Tour    ♦  B5         B 
Fri 9th  Sept 14.00, Sat 10th 11.00 

Meet at Cathedral South Porch 

A history of the area surrounding the 

cathedral from the earliest Minster church 

up to the most recent developments. The 

walk lasts about 1 hour. 

 

Christian Heritage       ♦  D6      B 
Sun 11th Sept  13.45 

Meet at St Michael’s Tower, The Cross 

There is an old saying 'As sure as God's in Gloucester'. Both Christianity 

and Gloucester have 2,000 years of history. This walk traces Gloucester's 

rich Christian heritage over those years as reflected in its people, places and 

events.  The walk lasts about 1½ hours.  

 

Eastgate Chamber   ♦  E7  B 
Fri 9th Sept 11.00, 11.45 and 14.00,  Sat 10th Sept 11.00, 11.45 and 14.00,  

Sun 11th Sept 11.00, 11.45 

Meet at Boots in Eastgate Street 

This underground chamber on Eastgate Street reveals the remains of the 

Roman city defences and the East Gate dating back to about AD 68 when 

Gloucester was founded. This lasts about 45 mins. 

 

 

 

Gloucester City    ♦  D6       B  
Fri 9th Sept 11.00 and 14.00, Sat 10th Sept 11.00 and 14.00, Sun 11th Sept 

11.00 and 14.00 

Meet at St Michael’s Tower, The Cross 

Discover fascinating hidden treasures on a guided walk through the heart of 

one of Britain's oldest cities, where history has truly left its mark.  The walk 

lasts about 1¼ 

hours. 

  

Hillfield Gardens    ♦  B10    (partial)   B 
Sat 10th  Sept 10.30 and 14.00 

Meet at Denmark Road entrance.  Road parking is available nearby. 

Take a guided tour of these fine gardens which have many fine trees and are 

home to three monuments of historical significance: Scriven's Conduit, the 

King's Board and the chancel of the 12th century leper chapel of St Mary 

Magdalene. The walk covers some uneven and quite steep ground in places 

so sensible footwear is required. The walk lasts about 1 hour. 

 

Historic Characters    ♦  D6            B 
Fri 9th Sept 11.00, Sat 10th Sept 14.15, Sun 11th Sept 14.15   

Meet at St Michael’s Tower, The Cross 

This tour brings alive some of the famous and influential people and 

colourful characters who were born in Gloucester. Their fame and 

achievements extended far and wide but we remember their local origins. 

The walk lasts about 1¼ hours. 

 

Historic Docks      ♦  G3            B 

Sat 10th Sept 11.00 and 14.30, Sun 11th 

Sept 11.00 and 14.30   

Meet outside the Waterways Museum in 

Gloucester Docks. 

Take a guided walk around Britain’s most 

inland port. The walk lasts about 1 hour. 
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Kingsholm and Wotton Walk          ♦  A8       (partial)     B 
Fri 9th  Sept 10.30 

Meet at Heritage Hub, Gloucestershire Archives, Alvin Street 

Trace the history of the area from Roman times 

to present day.  The walk starts from the 

Heritage Hub in Alvin Street where some 

parking is available (£3 per day). Hillfield 

Gardens are included so wear comfortable 

walking shoes. The walk lasts about 2 hours. 

 

Llanthony Secunda Priory    ♦  H2      (partial)     B 

Sat 10th Sept 11.30 and 14.00,  Sun 11th Sept 11.30 and 14.00 

Meet by the panorama viewing point, near the towpath gate 

This guided walk explores the priory which was founded in 1136, which by 

the end of the 15th century, was the richest Augustinian house in England 

entertaining the court of Henry VII in 1500 and 1501. The walk lasts about 

1 hour.  

 

Monks, Canons & Friars    ♦ A5  B  
Sun 11th Sept 14.00 

Meet at St Oswald's Priory, Archdeacon Street 

Discover the Abbey and Priories of Gloucester  and learn how the Monks, 

Canons and Friars lived and worked.  The route includes some uneven 

ground. Sensible footwear required. The walk lasts about 1 hour. 

 

 

North Atlantic Slave Trade  ♦ F5         B 
Sat 10th  Sept 14.00 

Meet outside St Mary de Crypt, Southgate Street 

This walk looks at both sides of the story, slavery and abolition.  The walk 

is all on hard surfaces but includes a couple of ramps and bridges.  The 

walk lasts about 1¼ hours. 

 

The Story of Gloucester's Pubs and Inns     ♦  D6     (for most 

of walk)     B 
Sat 10th Sept 11.45, Sun 11th Sept 11.45 

Meet at St Michael’s Tower, The Cross 

A tour of some of the fine historical pubs in the City centre. The walk lasts 

about 75 mins. 

 

Railway History      ♦  E5  B   
Sun 11th Sept 10.45 

Meet at entrance to Blackfriars Priory off Ladybellgate Street 

A two and a half mile walk round the key spots of Gloucester’s railway 

history. Start at Blackfriars, walk through the docks to Llanthony Bridge 

then via Park Road to Barton Gates and via Bruton way to the railway 

station looking at what remains on site and how it fits into the story.   The 

walk lasts about 1½ hours and ends at Gloucester Railway Station. 

Discovering Gloucester’s Famous  ♦  A8     B   

Rainbow Streets      NEW 

Fri 9th Sept 15.30, Sat 10th Sept 15.30, Sun 11th Sept 15.30 

Meet outside 20, St. Mark Street GL1 2QQ 

There is street parking nearby 

Join internationally acclaimed colour visionary and Gloucester’s very own 

‘Queen of Colour’ Tash Frootko as she takes you 

on a lively and informative walk around the 

famous Rainbow Streets she has created  This tour 

begins at the Rainbow Street (Kingsholm) and 

then takes you to the newly decorated Rainbow 

Square (City Centre). Tash has rapidly gained a 

reputation for being the lady who turns streets into 

rainbows and transforming parts of the city that 

have fallen into disrepair. This feel good tour is a 

must for people of all ages and anyone who has a passion for colour and 

creativity. The walk lasts about 1½ hours.  
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Gloucester and Revd Witts’ Diary ♦  D6        B 

Fri 9th Sept 11.15      NEW 

Meet at St Michael’s Tower, The Cross 

Follow in the footsteps of a country rector around Gloucester in the 19th 

Century as he visits the opening of the docks and the music meeting.  Witts, 

a magistrate and a county administrator, views the city with a keen eye. 

Walk lasts about 1¼ hours.    

 

Rhymes & Reasons          ♦  E7          B 

Sat 10th Sept 14.15 

Meet outside Boots in Eastgate St 

Famous locally born poets are brought to life and the origins of old 

Gloucester rhymes are vividly described in this fascinating walk through the 

centre of the city. The walk lasts about 1 hour. 

 

Richard III      ♦  D6      B 
Fri 9th Sept 14.00,  Sat 10th 11.00, Sun 11th Sept 14.00.  

Meet at Emperor Nerva Statue, Southgate Street 

This tour tells of Richard III's important 3 day visit to Gloucester in 1483,  

as part of his Royal Progress and explains the granting of the significant  

Charter to the city. You will hear how he spent his time here and be shown  

some of the buildings he would have seen. The walk lasts about 1hour. 

 

Robert Raikes      ♦  D6     B 
Fri 9th Sept 11.45, Sun 11th Sept 14.30   

Meet at St Michaels Tower, The Cross 

This walk tells the story of Robert Raikes, newspaper 

publisher, prison reformer and promoter of the 

Sunday School movement and shows some of the 

buildings in Gloucester connected with him.  The 

guided walk starts in the garden of the Robert Raikes 

House where Robert’s wife used to serve plum cake 

to the Sunday School children in the 18th century. The walk lasts about 1 

hour. 

 

Roman Times       ♦  E7         B  
Fri 9th Sept  10.30,   Sat 10th Sept 10.30,  Sun 11th Sept 11.00 

Meet outside The City Museum, Brunswick Road 

From your guide, hear how the Romans came to Gloucester (Glevum). See 

the walls they built. Tread through the Forum (market place) and meet the 

Emperor Nerva. Discover mosaics, pottery, Roman weapons and much 

more in the Museum. The walk lasts about 1 hour. 

 

 

Royal Gloucester         ♦  D6        B  

Fri 9th Sept 14.15,  Sun 11th Sept 11.00  

Meet at St Michael's Tower, The Cross 

For over 1100 years Gloucester’s history has been 

shaped in no small part by the interest, patronage 

and occasional displeasure of the reigning monarch. 

Down the centuries, kings and queens of England 

have come to Gloucester to hold parliament, equip 

armies, grant charters, go hunting, be crowned, and 

be buried. This tour will take a look at some of buildings and places in 

Gloucester at the heart of this extraordinary royal history and reveal some 

of the fascinating stories connected with them. The walk lasts about 1½ 

hours. 

 

Saxon Gloucester   ♦  D6       B   

Fri 9th Sept 10.45,  Sat 10th  Sept 14.15, Sun 11th Sept 10.45 

Meet at St Michael’s Tower, The Cross 

Discover the traces of Gloucester's Saxon history. Hear the story of 

Aethelflaed, Lady of the Mercians who died in 918 and was buried in 

Gloucester, and learn about the role she played in shaping the city as we 

know it. The walk lasts about 1¼ hours. 
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Siege of Gloucester         ♦  D6        B   
Fri 9th Sept 11.15 and 13.45,  Sat 10th Sept 13.45,  Sun 11th Sept 11.15 

and 13.45   

Meet at St Michael’s Tower, The Cross 

This guided walk visits some of the 

places of interest connected with the 

siege of Gloucester which took place 

during the English Civil War. The siege 

was arguably Gloucester's finest hour 

when the small garrison of 

parliamentarians held out against the 

might of the Royal Army led by the 

King himself. The walk lasts about 1½ 

hours. 

 

 

Gloucester Statues         ♦  D6     B  
Fri 9th  Sept 14.15  

Meet at St Michael’s Tower, The Cross 

Explore the history of Gloucester through the medium of public statues.  

Learn about the people and events that made Gloucester the city it is today. 

The walk lasts about 1¼ hours. 
 
 

That’s Entertainment     ♦  D6               B      
Sun 11th Sept 11.30  

Meet at St Michael's Tower, the Cross  

A walk down Westgate St to see buildings, including the locations 

of former cinemas and theatres where Gloucester citizens indulged 

in their pleasures and pastimes.  

The walk lasts about 30 minutes.  
 

 

 

River Twyver Walk  B 
Sat 10th  Sept 14.00 

Meet on the footbridge between Abbeydale Community Centre ( GL4 

4BL)  

and the children’s play area.   

There is ample car parking by the Community centre. 

A walk along the Twyver where it forms the boundary between Abbeydale 

and Abbeymead to see the sites of some of the now dismantled mills, the 

likely places where the Romans started the canal into the city and the 

Royalists cut off the water supply during the Siege of Gloucester. Stout 

shoes required. 

The walk takes about 2 hours.  

 

 

Westgate Street and Cathedral Quarter Heritage Walk         

Fri 9th Sept 13.45    ♦  D6         B  

Meet at St Michael’s Tower, The Cross   NEW 

One of four original Roman 

routes, Westgate is one of the 

oldest and best preserved areas of 

Gloucester and the main 

commercial route linking the 

Cathedral to the rest of the city.  

See its array of stunning historic 

buildings includes the 15th 

Century timber framed Fleece 

Inn, Judge’s Lodgings and The 

Folk and find out how the 

Heritage Action Zone, with the 

award of nearly £2m, is helping to regenerate and revitalise the buildings 

and life in this area.  The walk lasts about 1¼ hours and ends at The Folk. 
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Talks 
Booking is essential. at https://www.museumofgloucester.co.uk/hods 

All Talks will be held in the Ed Shed at the rear of The Folk in Westgate St 

but access is in Quay St.      

 Maximum numbers for each talk 45      ♦ C4              

 

Dr Walter Hadwen –  Hero or Charlatan?     B 
Fri 9th Sept 11.00  

Dr Hadwen was a controversial figure. Invited to Gloucester at the time of 

the great smallpox epidemic of 1896 to set up a medical practice as an anti 

vaccinationist. Popular with his patients but viewed with suspicion by the 

medical profession which led to his trial and acquittal for the murder of a 

child under his care. The talk will be given by Paul Drinkwater. 

 

The Rise and Fall of Gloucester Spa       B 
Fri 9th Sept 14.00 

Pat Bosley will cover an interesting part of Gloucester’s history with the 

start of the Spa Company at Eagle Hall in the 1740’s, it’s move to Spa Road 

and it’s closure in 1869.  

 

Morelands Matches        B 
Fri 9th Sept 18.00 

Morelands made matches in Gloucester from 1867 until the factory closed 

in 1976. Paul Drinkwater tells the story of its history and the manufacture of 

the famous ‘England’s Glory’ brand 

 

Cotton Motorcycles – the pre-war years   B  
Sat 10th Sept 11.00 
The young Bill Cotton was a keen motorcyclist. A visit to the 1911 Isle of Man TT 
inspired his unique design and the building of a few prototypes. WW1 however 
delayed production until late 1919 when he started production in Gloucester with 
varying success and continued through to the start of 1940.  Bob Smith tells the 
story. 

Robin Burton        B   
Sat 10th Sept 14.00   (in Tower View Room) 

This talk considers our English heritage of traditional song, how it was 

almost lost and how it was rescued! 

 

Gloucester Bell Makers      B 
Sat 10th September 14.00  (in Courtyard View Room) 

The craft of bell making was practised in the city for over 800 years.  Many 

of the bells produced still survive throughout the country and elsewhere in 

the world.  Phil Moss tells this fascinating story with a cast of thousands 

 

The Great Silence – Gloucester Remembers  B   
Sat 10th Sept 18.00  

Min Lane looks back at WW1 Remembrance events in Gloucester 1919 to 

WW2. A celebration of the generosity of spirit of Gloucester folk. 

 

Gloucester –“The The Rise and Fall of Gloucester – 

“TheTimber City”    
Sun 11th Sept 11.00 

Phil McCormick of Nicks Timber will 

tell the story of the growth of the timber 

industry in Gloucester from the opening 

of the canal from Sharpness docks to 

over a dozen traders in the City until the 

demise of the traffic in the mid 1990's. 

 

.Gloucestershire comes to the Light    B 
Sun 11th Sept 14.00 

Tony Conder tells the story of how electric power came to Gloucester and 

the county and how Gloucestershire contributed to the development of the 

science of electricity 

 

 

 

https://www.museumofgloucester.co.uk/hods
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Pin Making in Gloucester      B 
Sun 11th Sept 18.00  

Gloucester and surrounding areas was said to be the centre of pinmaking in 

the 18th century. Rose McDowall will give a brief history of the use of pins 

and of pin making in the city of Gloucester 

. 

 

Music 

No booking required 

 

Gloucester Waites     ♦  E5      
Fri 9th  Sept 11.00  (for 30 – 45 mins) 

St Mary de Crypt Church, Southgate. 

The Waites are modelled on a band of 

musicians run by the City of Gloucester 

in the 16th and 17th centuries. They will 

entertain with a wide variety of 

instruments used during this period. 

 

 

Bygonz Perform    ♦ B4 
Fri 9th Sept 1400 (for 30-45 minutes) 

St Nicholas’ Church, Westgate. 

Early music with pipes and tabors in the wonderful acoustic of St Nicholas’ 

church. 

 

Northwick Baroque   ♦ E5 
Fri 9th Sept 1430  (for 30 -45 minutes) 

St Mary de Crypt, Southgate. 

Music from the Baroque with a wide range of instruments including 

harpsichord, recorders, viol and continuo. 

 

 

Silver Singers    ♦ E5 
Sat 10th Sept  1100 (for 30-45 minutes) 

St Mary de Crypt, Southgate. 

This local choir return with a programme of enjoyable easy listening music. 

Relax before lunch. 

 

Bygonz Perform    ♦ B4 
Sat 10th Sept  11.30 (for 30-45 minutes) 

St Nicholas’ Church, Westgate 

Another chance to hear music of the mediaeval period in the mediaeval 

church of St Nicholas. 

 

Ukenited     ♦ C6    
Sat 10th Sept From 12.00 

Westgate St 

A lively performance of ukuleles and song to make you smile. 

 

Gloucester Brass     ♦  E5     
Sat 10th Sept 1300 (for 75 mins) 

St Mary de Crypt Church, Southgate.  

This fine local band returns to perform with a range of music for brass  

instruments. 

 

Ypotryll     ♦ B4 
Sat 10th Sept 1300 (for 30-45 minutes) 

St Nicholas’ Church, Westgate. 

The three members of Ypotryll (named after a mythical mediaeval beast) 

present music, both English and European from the 13th-15th centuries for 

voice and instruments. 

 

Robin Burton  - Traditional Song    
Sat 10th Sept 14.00  (See under Talks for details) 
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Robert Max    ♦  A5             
Sat 10th Sept 1400 (for 30-45 minutes) 

St Mary de Lode, St Mary’s Square. 

The internationally renowned cellist, conductor and 

teacher Robert Max talks about his life and work. 

 

 

 

Jonathan Hope     ♦  A5             
Sun 11th Sept 1230 (for 30minutes) 

St Mary de Lode, St Mary’s Square. 

The Assistant Director of Music at Gloucester Cathedral will give a recital 

on the historic organ in St Mary de Lode church. 

 

 

Historic Places 
 

When booking is required as indicated contact:  

https://www.museumofgloucester.co.uk/hods 

 

Bearland House      ♦  D5  B  

Longsmith Street 

Fri 9th Sept  11.00, 11.45, 12.30 and 13.15 

Bearland House is an impressive 18th century building with an ornamental 

façade, forecourt, and fine wrought iron railings and gates. The interior 

boasts a carved wooden staircase and decorated ceilings. It was purchased 

by a high county Sheriff in 1764, and the ghost of his daughter is said to 

appear at the staircase window. 

 

 

Blackfriars Priory      ♦  E5     (partial access) 

(See under Guided Walks) 

 

Brockworth Court      B 

Court Road, Brockworth GL3 4QU 

Fri 9th and Sat 10th Sept 

Tours at 14.00 and 15.30 lasting 45 minutes per tour. 

Pre booking required with maximum of 15 per tour. 

Brockworth Court was initially the residence for the Priors of Llanthony 

Priory.  Following the dissolution of 1540 Henry VIII granted it to the 

Guise family until the late 19th Century. It is now owned by the Wiltshires, 

the present generation of whom have lovingly restored the property and 

gardens. 

Interesting features include the tithe barn and a priest hole in the house. 

More information at: www.historichouses.org and 

www.greatbritishgardens.co.uk  

 

Eastgate Viewing Chamber      ♦E7  B 
(See under Guided Walks) 

 

Gloucester Cathedral        ♦  B5/6      

Formerly the Benedictine Abbey of St 

Peter, founded in the 11th century, the 

Cathedral features Norman pillars in the 

nave, the elaborate tomb of Edward II, 

exquisite 14th century fan vaulting, the 15th 

century tower and the magnificent Great 

East Window. 

Entry to the Cathedral is by voluntary 

donation and on Heritage Open Days we 

are delighted to offer additional  free events and tours for visitors. 
 

ACCESS STATEMENT: 

There is level access to the main Cathedral and Stonemasons’ Workshop. The 

Parliament Rooms, Tribune Gallery, Crypt, Library and Tower are accessed fully 

and partially by stairs.. 

 

 

 

https://www.museumofgloucester.co.uk/hods
http://www.historichouses.org/
http://www.greatbritishgardens.co.uk/
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 Parliament Rooms    
Sat 10th Sept 11.00 – 16.00  

Drop In, no booking required 

Visit three historic rooms in Church House, the former Abbots’ 

lodgings which are the site of Richard 1I’s parliament in 1378 and 

are the place where Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn stayed in their 

royal progress of 1535. 

 

The Stonemasons Yard     
Sat 10th Sept. 10.00 – 15.00pm 

Workshop of St Peter, Pitt Street  

Drop in, no booking required 

Gloucester is one of only a few Cathedrals 

that still has its own onsite Stonemasons’ 

workshop.  Enjoy carving demonstrations and 

find out more about the work that this team do to conserve and restore 

an extraordinary building. 

 

Pre Booking is required for the following events..  Tickets 

can be reserved online via the Cathedral website or in 

person at the Welcome Desk from Monday 22nd August 

2022.   If booking tickets in person, please check the 

Cathedral open times. Visit 

www.gloucestecathedral.org.uk for more information. 

 

Medieval Library Open Doors    (book through Cathedral) 

Fri 9th Sept  

Entry every 15 mins between 10.30 – 16.30 (last entry at 16.00) 

Located up a winding spiral staircase the 15th Century library houses 

the Cathedral’s collection of books and manuscripts dating back to 

the 11th Century.  Explore this hidden historic gem under your own 

steam on a self guided visit. 

Access is via 38 steps. 

 

Guided Highlights Tours      (book through Cathedral) 
Sat 10th Sept 10.30, 1100, 1200, 1330pm and 1400 

Tours last for 1 hour 

Find out about the fascinating world of the monks who used to live 

here, the tomb of the murdered king Edward 11, hear about the 

stunning stained glass and see where Harry Potter was filmed. 

 

Guided Tower Tours       (book  through Cathedral) 
Sat 10th Sept 1330 and 1430 

Tours last for one hour. 

Climb to the top of the tower and 

enjoy breath-taking views 40 miles 

across Gloucestershire.  Get behind 

the scenes access the ancient roof 

spaces and see the largest medieval 

bell in Britain that is still in use. 

Suitable for all ages over 6 years. 

Access is via 269 steps (mainly 

enclosed spiral staircase) 

 

Guided Crypt Tour       (book through Cathedral)   
 Sat 10th Sept 

11.30, 12.30, 13.30, 14.30 and 1530 

Tours last 30minutes 
Descend into the Crypt to discover the earliest part of the Cathedral. 

Explore 

the chapels and passages used by the monks 900 years ago, as well 

as the central chamber where bones were once stored. 

Suitable for all ages but must be able to manage a small flight of 10 

stairs.. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gloucestecathedral.org.uk/
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Gloucester Furniture Exhibition Centre   ♦  F5     
Fri 9th and Sat 10th Sept 10.00 – 16.00 

Southgate Street 

A historic Roman wall inside the store is on public view. The lower level of 

the wall is part of a Roman Colonia dating back to 97AD. At street level it 

is a medieval building. 

 

Gloucester Prison                ♦  A9          NEW 
Sat 10th Sept 10.00 – 16.00    

Entry via historic Old Gatehouse on Barrack Sq. Parking on site. GL1 

2JN 

No booking required 

Opened in 1792 as a model prison and 

closed in 2013.  There is normally a 

charge for guided tours but for Heritage 

Open Days access is free for a ‘taster’ 

view of the prison. Access to A – B 

wings and the Chapel. 

 

Llanthony Secunda Priory      ♦  G1   
Fri 9th Sat 10th and Sun 11th Sept 11.00 – 15.00 each day 

No booking required 

Priory Junction, Gloucester GL2 5FA 

Founded in 1136, the history of this former Augustinian priory is told 

throughout 5 acres of grounds. In the medieval period, the scholars of 

Llanthony Secunda were responsible for the creation of a very special 

library that is still considered one of the richest and best-documented 

medieval English book collections in the country. This remarkable library is 

no longer in Gloucester but is scattered across the world. A new 

documentary film launching this weekend traces the stories the books tell, 

how they were created and how they survived almost certain destruction. 

Come along to Llanthony Secunda Priory on Saturday and Sunday to find 

out more about how you can watch the film, and to explore how medieval 

manuscripts were created.   
 

Little Cloister House    ♦  B6 
Sat 10th 10.00 – 13.00 

Tours lasting 20 mins on the hour and half-hour last tour 1.00pm 

Pitt Street 

No booking required 

A 17th century timber-fronted property next to Gloucester Cathedral, built 

over a medieval undercroft. The herb garden and remains of a monastic 

infirmary are close-by 

 

Mercers' Hall (Masonic Lodge)  ♦ D5 

Sat 10th Sept 10.00 – 16.00 
Tours to be held on the half hour starting at 10.30am, please meet at St 

Michaels Tower on the Cross where a guide will meet you 

Mercers Lane 
No booking required  

Probably built in the second half of the 18th century this building has been 

occupied by a Perfumer, a Cider merchant and Brewer and been used as a 

bonded warehouse and dance hall.  Presently occupied by the Gloucester 

Freemasons as their Masonic Lodge. 

 

The New Antiques Centre    ♦  C6  B 

26, Westgate Street 
Fri 9th, Sat 10th and Sun 11th  09.30 –16.30  

Guided Tours available – Sat 10th at 10.30 and 14.30 

                                             Sun 11th at 10.30 

Pre booking required 

Believed to be Britain’s finest example of a timber framed town house. 

Built in 1560, it was once the hall of the Grocers’ Guild, the mansion house 

of a Mayor of Gloucester and, in the 19th century, a lodging for assize 

judges. Meet outside on Westgate Street. Tours last about an hour. 
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Old Bishop’s Palace      ♦  B6 

Sat 10th 10.00 – 13.00 

Tours to last 20 minutes on the hour and half hour. Last tour at 1.00pm 

Pitt Street 

The 19th century residence of the Bishops of Gloucester built on the site of 

the medieval abbot’s lodging. Now used by the King’s School. Short guided 

tours of the palace, gardens, yard, Bishop’s Private Chapel and Abbot’s 

Dining Hall. 

 

 

St Michael's Tower       ♦  D6     
Fri 9th, Sat 10th and Sun 11th  10.30 - 16.00 

The Cross, Gloucester 

St Michael's Bell Tower, now the admin centre of Gloucester Civic Trust, 

dates back to 1465. It has interesting heritage displays on the history of the 

church that once stood on the site, and 2 heritage bells made in Gloucester 

in 1710 by Abraham Rudhall .  Refreshments available. 

Exhibition of Gloucester Civic Trust History 

 

 

Sherbourne Cinema    ♦  A9  NEW 
Sherbourne St Kingsholm 

Fri 9th Sept   10.00 – 16.00 

Tours lasting 20 minutes starting on the hour and half past the hour 

No Need to Book 

Originally built in 1880 as the Friends 

Sherbourne Street Mission Room. 

It later became a Christadelphian Hall 

but closed in 2012.  It is now a popular 

cinema renovated in an Edwardian style 

with Art Deco additions. 

 

 

 

St Bartholomew's     ♦  C4  B  
Westgate Island 

Sat 10th Sept   10.30 – 16.00 

Tours at 10.30, 11.00, 11.30, 12.00, 14.00, 14.30, 15.00, 15.30 
Pre-booking required 

The original dwelling on this site was built by William Myparty, a burgess 

of Gloucester, in the late 12th Century when the bridge over the Severn was 

being constructed.  It housed not only the bridge workers but also sick men 

and women under the care of a priest.  It continued as a hospital for the sick 

who were looked after by Augustinian priests and lay people who were also 

responsible for the maintenance of the bridge.  It  became the wealthiest of 

the three ancient Gloucester hospitals.  Rebuilt in the 18th Century it 

continued as an Almshouse and was restored in the early 1980's for use as a 

shopping and craft centre.  The old alms houses are now used as a suite of 

modern offices.  

Maximum number 10 at each session. 
 

 

 

Cultural Venues 
 

Beatrix Potter Museum      ♦  C6 

Fri 9th and Sat 10th Sept   1000 –1700 

In 1903 Beatrix Potter published one of her most loved tales, The Tailor of 

Gloucester, inspired by a visit she made to the city. See the building she 

based her story on and meet the Tailor, Simpkin the cat and a host of other 

characters.  In the kitchen there is playing a Peter Rabbit DVD where you 

can sit and watch at your leisure.  

A guided walk around places of Gloucester connected with Beatrix Potter is 

available (See Guided Walks pages) 
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The Folk of Gloucester Guided Tours  ♦  C4     (partial)    B 

99 – 103 Westgate Street 

Fri 9th Sept and Sat 10th Sept – 10.00 – 16.00 

Sun 11th Sept – 11.00– 15.00 

Tours to be held 9th Sept at 1500 & 10th and 11th at 1100 and 14.30 

Booking Essential 

Guided tours of The Folk will tell the stories of the buildings and the people 

who owned them or worked or lived in them during the last 600 years.  The 

guides will be dressed in costume, representing a real person connected to 

the building. 

Find out why someone was hiding in the loft of 

the coal house, or who received special 

dispensation from the Privy Council in the 16th 

century.  Hear the story about Bishop Hooper and 

the room he is reputed to have stayed in the night 

before he was burnt at the stake in 1555.   

Who owned and lived in these buildings during 

the Siege of Gloucester in 1643?  Who set up the 

largest pin making factory in Gloucester here in the 18th Century and 

exhibited their state of the art machinery in the Great Exhibition in the 19th 

Century? Who was the very last baby to be born here in the 20th Century? 

Where was the Witch’s bottle found?!! 

All these questions will be answered during the tour. 

You will hear about our plans for the future of the buildings which will no 

longed be a museum but an exhibition and events space and a centre for the 

local community. 

 

Heritage Hub          ♦  A9   

Alvin Street, Kingsholm 

Fri 9th Sept  

Four one hour presentations, two on past partnership projects and two on 

our current/upcoming with an element of inventions and innovations. 

Booking required for all events (at voicesgloucester.org.uk) 
(See under Events P19) for full details of programme) 

 

10.00 Fielding and Platt – Engineering the World 

Two Films about Fielding and Platt, one introductory and one of footage 

compiled in the 1960s, which has been recently edited and recorded a 

commentary for to publicise e background to the exhibition. 

11.20 Dowty 

This presentation on the Dowty Group will focus on oral reminiscences that 

have been collected since the start of the Dowty project, whilst also taking 

time to look at the innovative work of Sir George Dowty and his team of 

engineers. 

13.30: Gloucester Corporation – Innovation in the city in the mid-20th 

century. 

We have recently begun a project to catalogue the 20th century records of 

the Corporation of Gloucester, which cover a crucial period for the 

development of the city up to 1974.  This 

talk looks at how new technologies such as 

the motor car and telephone affected the city 

from the 1920s onwards, how the 

Corporation promoted Gloucester as a 

suitable site for industry, and how an early 

aviation pioneer inspired the creation of 

what is now Gloucester Airport. 

14.50: An improving picture – 200 years of mental health provision in      

Gloucestershire. 

1794 – First mental health provision in Gloucester 

1830s  First County Asylum in Horton Road has the highest rate of 

recorded cures in the country 

         . 

1841 - Inaugural meeting of the Royal College of Psychiatrists held in 

Gloucester 

1940s - Barnwood House Hospital introduces psychotherapy for its patients 

– well ahead of national trends. 

Learn about Gloucestershire’s place in developing greater understanding of 

– and a more humane approach to mental illness. 
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9.00 – 4.30,  

• Exhibition celebrating Fielding & Platt, whose machines were 

being ordered from countries around the world within 20 years of 

their foundation in 1866.  Find out about their innovations, which 

included Britain's first vacuum cleaner, and see how the firm 

contributed to the construction of Concorde.  You'll also learn how 

Fielding & Platt operated during World War 2, and how the 

company deliberately fostered a family atmosphere amongst its 

loyal workforce. 

• This exhibition is also free to view every Tuesday to Friday 

during September 

 

Jet Age Museum       ♦  B10 ↗ 

Sat 10th and Sun 11th Sept 10.00 - 16.00 

Meteor Business Park, Cheltenham Road East, Staverton 

Free parking 

Jet Age Museum exists to promote and preserve the history of 

Gloucestershire’s contribution to 

world aviation from the early days 

of flight.  The collection includes 

a replica of the 1920s Gloster 

Gamecock biplane fighter, a 1930s 

Gloster Gladiator fighter 

undergoing restoration, a replica 

of Britain's first jet powered 

aircraft, the Gloster E28/39, which first left the ground at Brockworth 

airfield in 1941 and other aircraft including original Gloster-built Meteor 

and Javelin fighters.  The Museum’s Vulcan bomber cockpit and Trident 

airliner cockpit and cabin will be open subject to availability. 

 

 

 

Museum of Gloucester    ♦  E6     
Fri 9th to Sun 11th Sept 10.00 - 16.00 

Brunswick Road  

Free entry for all three days 

Handle real Roman, Anglo-Saxon and Medieval objects at the Museum of 

Gloucester.  Dress up and hold history in your hands with the incredible 

collection of objects found right here in Gloucester. 

Saturday 10th September 14.00 – 15.00 

Join us for an insightful and unique tour of the museum galleries and 

storage areas seldom seen at the Museum with the Collection Team. 

 

 

THE DOCKS 
 

Mariners Church       ♦  F3    
Gloucester Docks 

Sat 10th Sept 10.00 – 17.00 

 Mariners Church opened in 1849 and became popular with the townspeople 

as well as the mariners visiting the port. The Chaplain was responsible for 

visiting every ship that arrived. The church features fine stained glass 

windows. An active church continues to meet in the building. 

  

         

Sula Lightship     ♦  G2  B 
Llanthony Wharf, Gloucester GL2 5HH 

Booking essential 

Fri 9th Sept –  Four tours of 8 people lasting 45 mins.       

               10.00, 10.45, 11.30 and 12.15 

Sat 10th Sept    Four Tours am and pm for 8 people, 45 mins 

               10.00, 10.45, 11.30 and 12.15. 

     13.30, 14.15, 15.00 and 15.45. 

Sun 11th Sept.    Four Tours am only.  

               10.00 10.45, 11.30 and 12.15 
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The Lightship is a registered historic ship and as such is unsuitable for any 

visitor with mobility problems as the tour involves sloping decks and  steep 

external ladders. Children are welcome but must be supervised at all times.  

The tours are of the internal areas only. 

 

Tommi Nielsen’s Dry Docks      ♦  F3  
Gloucester Docks 

Friday 9th – Sunday 11th Sept 

See the original graving (dry) docks now used by Tommi Nielsen’s 

traditional shipbuilding and rigging company. This is one of the few 

remaining shipyards with the skills to work on traditional wooden vessels. 

The workshop is not open to the public. 

 

 

Waterways Museum     ♦  G3 
Gloucester Docks 

Fri 9th and Sat 10th Sept    10.00 – 15.00 

Free Entry on these days only. 

Visit The National Waterways Museum to 

uncover the fascinating story of the local 

waterways and the history behind 

Gloucester Docks. The Museum has 

displays and activities for all the family to 

learn about our waterways heritage.  See the 

fine stationary steam engine manufactured 

by the well known engineering company Fielding and Platt. 

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/gloucester 

 

  

Upstairs, Downstairs Antiques   ♦  E3  
Fri 9th, Sat 10th and Sun 11th Sept   10.00 – 16.00 

Severn Road. 

The building is over 200 years old.  Dating back to 1815 and was originally 

used for the manufacture of rope and sails for the tall ships and those 

powered by steam. 

The Soldiers of Gloucester Museum 
Sunday 11th Sept   10.00 – 16.00 

We will be offering free guided tours and museum admission.  The 

Gloucestershire Regiment was involved in a very important world event on 

this date.  The Battle of Quebec. 

The tours shall be specifically looking at this event and the Regiments 

involved in it. 

The tours will be held at 11.00  and 13.00  

 

 

 

Places of Worship 
 

 

Friends Meeting House     ♦ E5 
Sat 10th Sept  10.00 – 16.00 

Sun 11th Sept  13.00 – 16.00 

Greyfriars 

The Quakers Meeting House is a Grade II listed building, built in 1834 and 

designed by Samuel Daukes. In 1878 a large portico was added, with a 

schoolroom above. A unique feature is the large wooden screen between the 

two main rooms which can be wound up and down to make one large space. 

Quakers were first known to be in Gloucester by 1655 and the first Meeting 

House was established in the city in 1678 

 

Gloucester Cathedral       ♦  B5/6     

Fri 9th and  Sat 10th Sept 10.00 – 17.00 

Sun 11th Sept 12.00 – 17.00 

Formerly the Benedictine Abbey of St Peter, founded in the 11th century, 

the Cathedral features Norman pillars in the nave, the elaborate tomb of 

Edward II, exquisite 14th century fan vaulting, the 15th century tower and 

the magnificent Great East Window. 

(For tours and other activities at the Cathedral see Historic Places pages) 

 

 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/gloucester
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Holy Trinity Church      ♦  B10 ↗    

Fri 9th – Sun 11th  Sept  10.00 – 16.00 

Church Road Longlevens 

This church is an interesting Grade 2-listed 1930s structure designed by 

Harold Stratton-Davis in a 15th century style. 

 

Southgate Evangelical Church     ♦  G4    
146 Southgate Street 

Sat 10th Sept   10.00 – 17.00 

The Church was established by Dr Walter Hadwen in 1906 and has been a 

place of Christian Worship in the city centre ever since. 

The church is open to worshippers of all ages and backgrounds.  We lead 

our congregation in worship, deepening their commitment to God, 

understanding the teachings of Christ and ultimately to a vibrant faith. 

 

St Catharine’s Church      ♦  B10 ↗    

London Road 

Sat 10th Sept   10.00 –15.00 

Wooton Pitch, London Road 

Although established in part of St Oswald's Priory in 1540, the current 

church building is only 103 years old.  It has been partially re-ordered to 

make it fit for 21st century church use. Light refreshments will be available.  

An opportunity for interactive or quiet prayer/reflection in the church 

building.  Full wheelchair access.  All are very welcome. 

 

St John's Northgate Methodist Church    ♦  C6     

Fri 9th Sept 11.00  - 14.00 

Northgate Street 

Classical grade 2* Georgian church, opened in 1734. Only the tower, spire 

and font survive from the earlier medieval building.  Several important 

worthies werre connected with St John's including Col. Thomas Price 

(English Civil War), Rev Thomas Stocks and Robert Raikes (founders of 

the Sunday School Movement), Sir Thomas Rich (founder of the Bluecoat 

Hospital), and the Rudhall family, the world- famous bell founders whose 

bells can be found in Cathedrals and Churches throughout the world.  The 

East Window was installed in 1880 to commemorate the centenary of the 

Sunday School Movement. 

 

St Margaret’s Chapel       ♦  B10     

Sat 10th and Sun 11th   Sept 11.00 – 16.00 

London Road 

The Chapel was part of a monastic institution 

set up outside the medieval city boundary for 

the benefit of those suffering from the then 

incurable disease of leprosy. The present 

Chapel building is thought to date from the 

early 1400's but incorporates earlier masonry in 

the west wall. The Chapel is now under the 

patronage of St Margaret of Scotland (died 1083), an English princess who 

became Queen of Scotland. 

 

St Mary Magdalene Chapel     ♦ B10 
Hillfield Gardens London Road GL1 3HN 

Sat 10th  Sept 12.00 – 14.30 and Sun 11th Sept 14.00 – 16.00 

The Chapel of St Mary Magdalene is in the Victorian gardens for Hillfield 

House.  It is the remains of a 12th century leper chapel.  It contains a stone 

recumbent figure which some people believe to be the effigy of St 

Kyneburgh. 

St Mary de Crypt Church          ♦  E5              

and the Old Crypt School Rooms 
Southgate St   

Fri 9th Sept– Sun 11th Sept  11.00 – 15.00 

Church and Tower tours available.  
Explore the medieval church and Tudor schoolrooms. Use our app and 

talking pens to discover stories from Gloucester’s past: Raikes, Whitefield 

and Jemmy Wood and more. Refreshments will be available. 
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St Mary de Lode Church       ♦ A5      

Sat 10th Sept 11.00 – 16.00  and Sun 11th Sept 11.00– 16.00 

Archdeacon Street 

The city’s oldest parish church which is mentioned in the Domesday Book 

in 1085. It was built over a Saxon church and a Roman building. The 

Roman mosaic tiled floor can still be seen in the church. The building was 

used as a prison for Royalist soldiers during the Civil War in 1643.  

St Nicholas's Church       ♦  B4    
Fri 9th – Sun 11th Sept 11.00 – 15.00 

Lower Westgate Street 

A  beautiful, medieval church with many interesting features and 

sympathetic Victorian restoration - Walton tomb, leaning tower, sanctuary 

knocker, squints, coat of arms.  

 

St Peter’s Catholic Church     ♦  B8    

London Road 

Friday 9th September 10.30 – 17.30 

Saturday 10th September 13.00 – 17.00 

The church, built in 1859, was designed by Gilbert Blount in the Gothic 

Style and was recently restored to its Victorian splendour. The church has 

an exquisitely carved triptych dating from 1856. The organ was erected in 

1937 and completely restored by Nicholsons of Malvern.  This is the 150th 

Anniversary of consecration. 

 

St Margarets Church  Whaddon GL4 0UE            

Church Lane Whaddon, Glos  

Friday 9th Sept and Saturday 10th Sept     11.00 – 15.00 

Parking at Wynstones School, Stroud Road  

St Margaret’s is a 13th century church grade ll* listed building.  During the 

Heritage Open Days we are delighted to offer access to the church, vestry, 

tower and church yard.  Attendees will have the rare opportunity to go up 

the tower to the flag room, offering a view of the original roofing timbers 

and graffiti from the 1800s. 

Attendees will also be able to have a go at ringing the bells at midday, 

13.00, and 14.00hrs, as well as listen to the organ being played. 

Refreshments available on both days with toilet facilities on site. 

 

 

Historic Inns 
 

The Black and White Restaurant       ♦  D5 

4 Longsmith Street 

A fish and chip shop located in a charming building that is reputed to be 

haunted. 

 

Café Rene             ♦  E6 

Southgate Street 

This historic inn in the Greyfriars area of Gloucester is accessed from St 

Mary’s Lane alongside St Mary de Crypt churchyard. It has a Roman well 

inside it. 

 

Coach and Horses        ♦  A7 

St Catherine’s Street 

This Grade II listed timber framed inn was built in the early 16th century. 

Although first recorded as an inn in 1806, it is believed to have been an inn 

for at least a century before. As its name suggests, it was a coaching inn. 

 

 

Comfy Pew         ♦  C5 

11 College Street 

The Comfy Pew is in a Grade II listed row of 

timber-framed buildings which date back to the 15th 

century though with later alterations, situated next to 

the main entrance gates to Gloucester Cathedral. It 

is now a friendly, family-run licensed coffee-shop 

and restaurant. 
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Cross Keys         ♦  D5 

Cross Keys Lane 

This Grade II listed early 16th century timber-framed building was 

originally three cottages. Although records showing it in use as a pub date 

back only to 1720, its name is a symbol of St Peter and suggests it was 

originally supplied with beer from the nearby St Peter’s Abbey, which 

became Gloucester Cathedral in 1541. 

 

The Dick Whittington        ♦  B4 

100 Westgate Street  

A superb 15th century building known as St Nicholas House, which was 

once a town house of the Whittington family. It retains many original 

features, and has a splendid Georgian façade. There are wall decorations on 

the first floor reputed to have been done for the visit of Elizabeth I in 1574.  

 

Dr Fosters         ♦  E3 

Kimberley Warehouse, The Docks  

This inn is housed in the Kimberley Warehouse which was built in 1846 for 

the corn trade, along with its neighbours, the Herbert and Phillpotts 

warehouses. It is named after the well-known nursery rhyme. 

 

The Fountain Inn        ♦  C5 

53 Westgate Street 

The Fountain Inn occupies one of the oldest brewing sites in the city. It was 

once owned by Peter Poitevin who crowned Henry III in St Peter’s Abbey 

in 1216. The story in the entrance tells how King William showed his 

contempt for the Jacobites by riding his horse up the steps in the courtyard. 

 

The Imperial         ♦  C7 

59 Northgate Street 

The current building dates from 1898 and has an elaborately moulded 

glazed tile exterior. It replaced a pub which appears in records from 1722 

but the original building was 1556. 

  

The New Inn         ♦  D6 

16 Northgate Street 

The New Inn is described as the finest example of a medieval galleried inn 

to be seen in Britain today. It was built between 1430 and 1450 by St 

Peter’s Abbey. Much of the original structure still remains. 

 

Northend Vaults        ♦  C7 

Northgate Street 

This Grade II listed building dates back to the early 17th century when it 

was a merchant’s house. It was re-fronted in the 18th century, but behind is 

the original timber framed building. It has been a pub since 1869. 

 

The Old Bell Inn        ♦  D6    

9a Southgate Street 

A timber-framed building built for Thomas Yate apothecary and Mayor of 

Gloucester around 1650. It has a magnificent Jacobean timbered façade 

dating from around 1665. The main feature is the ornate stone overmantel 

commemorating Yate’s marriage. The building has had many uses over the 

years including as the city tea warehouse and today is a beautiful bar and 

restaurant 

 

The Old Crown          ♦  C4 

81-83 Westgate Street 

A Crown Inn was first recorded nearby in 1460. In 1643, at the time of the 

English Civil War the military governor of Gloucester, Colonel Massey, 

aged 23, lodged here.  during the siege of Gloucester when the inn was fired 

on by Royalist troops based at Llanthony Secunda Priory. 

The building continued to be used as an inn until 1760.  Restored, it was re-

opened as a public house in 1990 

 

The Pelican        ♦  A5 

4 St Mary’s Street  

The pub first appears in licensing records in 1679 and claims to be 

constructed using timbers from Sir Francis Drake’s ship the Golden Hind, 

which was originally called The Pelican. 
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Portivo Lounge        ♦  G2 

Gloucester Quays 

A beautiful red brick structure, it was built in 1894 as a corn mill in the 

prosperous Gloucester Docks. Restored in 2010 as part of the Gloucester 

Quays redevelopment, it sits proudly on the main entrance. 

 

Robert Raikes's House       ♦  E5 

71-73 Southgate Street 

A magnificent timber-framed merchant’s house dating from 1560, which 

has been wonderfully restored at great expense by Samuel Smiths the 

Brewers. Robert Raikes, the campaigner for prison reform and promoter of 

the Sunday School movement, moved into the building in 1772. A tour 

about Robert Raikes starts from the garden of the pub. 

 

The Sword Inn         ♦  C5 

Westgate Street 

This bar is sited in two Elizabethan houses. One has a Georgian frontage, 

and used to be the premises of John Pritchard, the original Tailor of 

Gloucester and inspiration for Beatrix Potter’s book.  

 

The Tall Ship         ♦  G3 

134 Southgate Street  

Located at the entrance to the Docks, this Grade II listed building was built 

specifically as a pub around 1870. Specialises in sea food. 

 

The Whitesmiths Arms      ♦  G3 

81 Southgate Street  

Located opposite the entrance to the Docks, this was a beer house by 1871, 

though part of the building dates from the 15th century. The original roof 

beams can be seen in the small room to the right of the bar.  

 

Ye Olde Fish and Chip Shoppe      ♦  B7 

8 Hare Lane  

A fine example of an Elizabethan building. 

Events 
 

Displays of old Gloucester 
If you are interested in seeing pictures and murals of Gloucester's past then 

there are a number of sites around the city.  Why not take a stroll round and 

see for yourself. 

Start with the displays and videos in St Michael's Tower then choose from 

the following:- 

Sainsbury's mural, Hare Lane 

Boots mural, Brunswick Road 

A number of the Public Houses have photos on their walls inside e.g. 

Northend Vaults, The Criterion, The Tall Ship 

      ... and many other places - look around 

 

Bygonz Wandering Minstrels 
Fri 9th  1100-1200 and Sat 10th Sept 1330-1530 

Gate Streets and Cross.  

Catch the popular minstrels in full costume 

performing on their mediaeval inspired 

instruments around the centre of town 

 

St Michael’s Tower    ♦  D6  

Fri 9 to Sun 11th Sept 
Exhibition: The Story of Gloucester Civic Trust. 

Our story began in the 1960s when so many buildings of historic interest, 

including listed buildings, were being demolished.  There was an outcry in 

the City and Gloucester Civic Trust was set up in 1972 to preserve our 

history and protect our heritage. During the last 50 years we have achieved 

many successful projects involving derelict buildings, turning them into 

useful spaces again.  We have also provided Walking Tours around the City 

for both tourists and residents, to inform them of our history and heritage.    

We have a lot to celebrate and want to share our achievements in this 

Jubilee Exhibition. 
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A larger version of this exhibition can be seen at The Folk of 

Gloucester over the weekend  where it will remain as a 

permanent feature. 

 

Heritage Hub     ♦  A9 

Alvin Street, Kingsholm 

Friday 9th September  

Innovations in Gloucester    

All free – donations to City Voices welcomed.    Attend one or all.  Bring a 

picnic to enjoy in the Hub’s community garden.   Fully accessible.   Some 

on-site parking £3 – also close to NCP car parks.   Details – web link.    

10.00 Fielding and Platt:  Engineering the world  

Throughout its 162-year history Fielding and Platt has been at the forefront 

of innovative design.  Innovations include the first ever vacuum cleaner, the  

‘Tweddell’ hydraulic and pneumatic rivetters revolutionising civil 

engineering, shipbuilding and railway workshops throughout the world, and 

concrete paving and kerb stones still found in Gloucester and throughout the 

UK. John Bancroft will introduce a 1950s company film, followed by the 

“Centenary Film”, put together recently by former employees from 

previously unseen 1960s footage.     

11.00 Break.    Teas and coffees – donations welcome. 

11.20  Dowty innovators: the people of the Dowty group 

Ally McConnell’s presentation on the Dowty Group will focus on oral 

reminiscences that have been collected since the start of the Dowty project, 

whilst also taking time to look at the innovative work of Sir George Dowty 

and his teams of engineers.   Want to get involved?   An opportunity for 

those with memories of working at Dowty to sign up to share their unique 

memories.  
12.20 Lunch.   Please bring your own, or cafes nearby. 

13.30 – Gloucester Corporation – innovation in the city in the mid-20th 

century 

Karen Davidson has recently begun a project to catalogue the 20th century 

records of the Corporation of Gloucester, which cover a crucial period for 

the development of the city up to 1974. This talk looks at how new 

technologies such as the motor car and telephones affected the city from the 

1920s onwards, how the Corporation promoted Gloucester as a suitable site 

for industry, and how an early aviation pioneer inspired the creation of what 

is now Gloucestershire Airport.  Want to get involved? We’re looking for 

volunteers to help us identify Gloucester buildings and street 

scenes.  Examples will be on display….  
14.30 Break.   Tea and coffee.  Donations welcome.  

14.50 An improving picture – 200 years of mental health provision in 

Gloucestershire  
Join Jemma Fowkes to learn about Gloucestershire’s place in developing 

greater understanding of - and a more humane approach to - mental 

illness.  She will cover the first county asylum in Horton Road and the 

private asylum at Barnwood House Hospital which introduced 

psychotherapy for its patients - well ahead of national trends.   
15.50 Finish  

 

Westgate Street Community Takeover    ♦ C5 
Saturday 10th Sept 12.00 to 16.00 

A community takeover street party celebrating local people, culture, and 

heritage. Community members are invited to a street party where we will 

unveil a large textile artwork with stars designed by local people. This will 

be an open street party event for anyone and everyone to join. Throughout 

the street party, there will be a variety of entertainment, all from Gloucester, 

such as an open mic, live music, spoken word, history talks, exhibitions, 

reminiscing, and more. 

Working with Strike A Light, Gloucester City Council, Historic England, 

Gloucester Culture Trust and Applied Live Art Studios 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://strikealight.org.uk/
https://www.gloucester.gov.uk/
https://historicengland.org.uk/
https://gloucesterculture.org.uk/
https://www.appliedliveart.com/
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Useful Links 
 

Gloucester Civic Trust Website: 

https://www.gloucestercivictrust.org/  

 

Gloucester Heritage Open Days Social Media: 

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/GloucesterHODs 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/GloucesterHODs 

Instagram :https://www.instagram.com/gloucesterhods/ 

  

Gloucester Civic Trust Social Media: 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/GloucesterCivicTrust 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/GlosCivicTrust 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/gloscivictrust/ 

 

 

 
 

 

Daily Schedule 
 

Time Event Book No. Page 

Fri 9th Guided Walks    

1030 Kingsholm & Wootton B 15 3 

1030 Roman Times B 15 4 

1045 Saxon B 15 4 

1100 Gloucester City B 15 2 

1100 Historic Characters B 15 2 

1100 Eastgate Chamber B 10 2 

1115 Revd Witt’s B 15 4 

1115 Siege of Gloucester B 15 5 

1145 Robert Raikes B 15 4 

1145 Eastgate Chamber B 15 2 

1345 Siege of Gloucester B 15 5 

1345 Westgate St & Cathedral B 15 5 

1400 Eastgate Chamber B 15 2 

1400 Richard III B 15 4 

1400 Black & White B 15 2 

1400 Gloucester City B 15 2 

1400 Cathedral Precincts B 15 2 

1415 Royal Gloucester B 15 4 

1415 Gloucester Statues B 15 5 

1530 Rainbow Streets B 15 3 

 Talks    

1100 Dr Hadwen B 45 6 

1400 Gloucester Spa B 45 6 

1800 Moreland Matches B 45 6 

 Music    

1100 Gloucester Waites   7 

1400 Bygonz Perform   7 

1430 Northwick Baroque   7 

 

 

In order to keep HOD at a high 

profile over the weekend we 

would like to encourage you to 

dress in period costume.  Hired 

costumes at reasonable cost may 

be obtained from Cotswold 

Costumes, Nailsworth.  Visits 

must be booked in advance on 

01453833817 

https://www.gloucestercivictrust.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GloucesterHODs
https://twitter.com/GloucesterHODs
https://www.instagram.com/gloucesterhods/
https://www.facebook.com/GloucesterCivicTrust
https://twitter.com/GlosCivicTrust
https://www.instagram.com/gloscivictrust/
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Time Event Book No. Page 

Fri 9th Historic Places    

0930-1630 Antiques Centre   10 

1000-1600 Sherbourne Cinema   11 

1000-1600 Gloucester Furniture   10 

1030-1600 St Michaels Tower   11 

1100-1500 Llanthony Secunda   10 

1100,1145 

1230,1315 

Bearland House B 10 8 

1400,1530 Brockworth Court B 15 8 

 Cultural Venues    

1000-1600 Museum of Gloucester   13 

1000-1700 Beatrix Potter Museum   11 

1000-1600 The Folk of Gloucester   12 

1500 The Folk of Gloucs Tour B 10 12 

 The Docks    

1000-1500 Waterways Museum   14 

1000,1045, 

1130,1215 

Sula Lightship B 8 13 

1000-1600 Upstairs Downstairs   14 

 Places of Worship    

1030-1730 St Peters Catholic   16 

1000-1600 Holy Trinity Longlevens   15 

1000-1700 Gloucester Cathedral   14 

1100-1400 St Johns Northgate   15 

1100-1500 St Margarets Whaddon   16 

1100-1500 St Mary de Crypt   15 

1100-1600 St Nicholas   16 

 Events    

1100-1200 Bygonz Wandering   18 

Sat 10th Guided Walks    

1000 Blackfriars Priory   1 

1030 Hillfield Gardens B 15 2 

Time Event Book No. Page 

Sat 10th Guided Walks    

1030 Roman Times B 15 4 

1100 Gloucester City B 15 2 

1100 Eastgate Chamber B 10 2 

1100 Cathedral Precincts B 15 2 

1100 Historic Docks B 15 2 

1100 Richard III B 15 4 

1130 Llanthony Priory B 15 3 

1145 Eastgate Chamber B 10 2 

1145 Gloucester Pubs B 15 3 

1345 Siege of Gloucester B 15 5 

1400 Beatrix Potter B 15 1 

1400 Gloucester City B 15 2 

1400 Eastgate Chamber B 10 2 

1400 Hillfield Gardens B 15 2 

1400 North Atlantic Slave B 15 3 

1400 Llanthony Priory B 15 3 

1400 River Twyver B 15 5 

1415 Historic Characters B 15 2 

1415 Rhymes and Reasons B 15 4 

1415 Saxon Gloucester B 15 4 

1430 Historic Docks B 15 2 

1530 Rainbow Streets B 15 3 

 Talks    
1100 Cotton Motorcycles B 45 6 

1400 Robin Burton B 45 6 

1400 Gloucester Bell Makers B 45 6 

1800 The Great Silence B 45 6 

 Music    

1100 Silver Singers   7 

1130 Bygonz Perform   7 

1200 Ukenited   7 

1300 Gloucester Brass   7 
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Time Event Book No. Page 

Sat 10th Music    

1300 Ypotryll   7 

1400 Robin Burton B 45 7 

1400 Robert Max   8 

 Historic Places    

0930-1630 New Antiques   10 

1000-1300 Little Cloister   10 

1000-1300 Old Bishops Palace   11 

1000-1600 Mercers Hall   10 

1000-1600 Gloucester Prison   10 

1000-1600 Gloucester Furniture   10 

1030-1600 St Michaels Tower   11 

1100-1500 Llanthony Secunda   10 

1100-1600 Parliament Rooms   9 

1400,1530 Brockworth Court B 15 8 

1030,1430 New Antiques tours B 10 10 

1030,1100, 

1130,1200, 

1400,1430, 

1500,1530 

St Bartholomew B 10 10 

 Cultural Venues    

1000-1600 Museum of Gloucester   13 

1000-1600 Jet Age Museum   13 

1000-1700 Beatrix Potter Museum   11 

1000-1600 The Folk of Gloucester    

1100,1430 The Folk of Gloucs tours B 10 12 

 The Docks    

1000-1500 Waterways Museum   14 

1000-1700 Mariners Church   13 

1000,1045, 

1130,1215, 

1330,1415, 

1500,1545 

Sula Lightship B 8 13 

Time Event Book No. Page 

Sat 10th Places of Worship    

1000-1500 St Catharines Church   15 

1000-1600 Friends Meeting House   14 

1000-1600 Holy Trinity Longlevens   15 

1000-1700 Southgate Evangelical   15 

1000-1700 Gloucester Cathedral   14 

1100-1500 St Margarets Whaddon   16 

1100-1500 St Nicholas   16 

1100-1500 St Mary de Crypt   15 

1100-1600 St Mary de Lode   16 

1100-1600 St Margarets Chapel   15 

1200-1430 St Mary Magdalene   15 

1300-1700 St Peters Catholic   16 

 Events    

1200-1600 Westgate St Community   19 

1330-1530 Bygonz Wandering   18 

Sun 11th Guided Walks    

1045 Saxon Gloucester B 15 4 

1045 Railway History B 15 3 

1100 Eastgate Chamber B 15 2 

1100 Gloucester City B 15 2 

1100 Historic Docks B 15 2 

1100 Roman Times B 15 4 

1100 Royal Gloucester B 15 4 

1115 Siege of Gloucester B 15 5 

1130 Llanthony Secunda B 15 3 

1130 That’s Entertainment B 15 5 

1145 Gloucester Pubs B 15 3 

1145 Eastgate Chamber B 15 2 
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Time Event Book No. Page 

Sun 11th Guided Walks    

1100-1500 Llanthony Secunda   10 

1345 Siege of Gloucester B 15 5 

1345 Christian Heritage B 15 2 

1400 Llanthony Secunda B 15 3 

1400 Beatrix Potter B 15 1 

1400 Blackfriars Priory   1 

1400 Richard III B 15 4 

1400 Gloucester City B 15 2 

1400 Monks, Canons & Friars B 15 3 

1415 Historic Characters B 15 2 

1430 Robert Raikes B 15 4 

1430 Historic Docks B 15 2 

1530 Rainbow Streets B 15 3 

 Talks    

1100 Gloucester – Timber City B 45 6 

1400 Gloucester – Comes to 

light 

B 45 6 

1800 Pinmaking B 45 6 

 Music    

1230 Jonathan Hope   8 

 Historic Places    

1030-1600 St Michaels Tower   11 

0930-1630 New Antiques   10 

1030 New Antiques tour B 10 10 

 Cultural Venues    

1000-1600 Museum of Gloucester   13 

1000-1600 Jet Age Museum   13 

1000-1600 Soldiers of Gloucester 

Museum 

  14 

1100-1500 The Folk of Gloucester   12 

1100,1430 The Folk of Gloucs Tours B  12 

Time Event Book No. Page 

Sun 11th The Docks    

1000,1045 

1130,1215 

Sula Lightship B 8 13 

1000-1600 Upstairs Downstairs   14 

 Places of Worship    

1000-1600 Holy Trinity Longlevens   15 

1100-1500 St Nicholas   16 

1100-1500 St Mary de Crypt   15 

1100-1600 St Mary de Lode   16 

1100-1600 St Margarets Chapel   15 

1200-1700 Gloucester Cathedral   14 

1300-1600 Friends Meeting House   14 

1400-1600 St Mary Magdalene   15 
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